


First off, thank you for your continued support of the Epilepsy Association!  We are excited to publish our 
2019 Annual Report for you to review, which shares the many successes we had in 2019. Our achievements 
would not have been possible without our Board of Directors, Professional Advisory Board members and 
agency staff, who embrace the mission and purpose of our organization every day. 

In 2019, we incorporated new awareness efforts, developed new donors, were funded by new foundations, 
and grew our Purple Your Year™ efforts by adding a Young Professional committee. Through our 
connections to new community partners, it has led to an increase in our service offerings, which has 
allowed us to continue to meet the needs of those living with epilepsy in our community. These efforts have 
further established our organization as the go-to local resource for those living with seizure disorders in 
Northeast Ohio. 

Most notably in March of 2019, we were surveyed by The Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation 
Facilities (CARF). The CARF survey evaluates all aspects of agency operations and awards accreditation  
for programs that demonstrate excellence in conformance to best-practice standards. We are happy  
to report that the Epilepsy Association achieved the highest level of accreditation possible, which is a 
3-year accreditation.

We are midway through our 2018-2020 Strategic Plan. We have now been able to dive in, take direction 
of the plan, and focus our efforts on providing relevant services to those children, adults, and families 
affected by epilepsy, raise awareness of epilepsy and the Epilepsy Association’s services, and increase its 
funds to support agency services. Technology was a large focus for us, in regards to the Strategic Plan, as 
we incorporated new awareness efforts via social media and implemented new fundraising technologies, 
including mobile bidding, which help us raise additional funds faster than ever. The agency continued 
to succeed financially, insuring responsible management and stewardship of donor and vendor dollars. 
On our patient side, we moved to full implementation of electronic health records for all our client’s files. 
Additionally, we further developed our Managing Life with Epilepsy, 8-week web-based course, that covers 
strategies on how to improve your quality of life with epilepsy—this online class has allowed us to reach 
more individuals in our local community and beyond. 

Since expanding our service area to 13-counties we have been able to reach and serve more people than 
ever before. In fact, we reached more than 20,055 people during 2019, which is an 12% increase over 
2018! With a staff of only eight employees, we are proud to report on our accomplishments throughout this 
memorable year! 

We thank you, our volunteers, and the greater Cleveland epilepsy community for your continued support of 
the Epilepsy Association! Your generosity ensures that the Epilepsy Association can continue its important 
work throughout Northeast Ohio.

Sincerely,
 

	   

Marquettes Robinson     		  Kelley S. Needham 
President, Board of Directors		  CEO

DEAR DONORS AND FRIENDS,
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2019 HIGHLIGHTS

Our Impact:
The Epilepsy Association is a local, 501(c) (3) 
nonprofit organization, based in Cleveland, 
Ohio, that assists adults, children and families 
dealing with the challenges of epilepsy since 
1953.The Epilepsy Association offers a wide 
range of services, including adult mental 
health case management, individualized 
support for children & families to increase 
quality of life, and community education to 
promote awareness. Our professionally trained 
staff is skilled in epilepsy and mental health 
management and recognizes the unique 
needs of individuals living with epilepsy. The 
agency is the sole provider of epilepsy specific 
community-based services in Northeast 
Ohio. The Epilepsy Association is nationally 
accredited and incorporates evidence-based 
practices into programming. 

Today, the Epilepsy Association offers a wide 
range of services, including adult mental health 
case management, individualized support for 
children and families and community-based 
education. The agency is licensed by the Ohio 
Department of Mental Health and Addiction 
Services and is nationally accredited by the 
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation 
Facilities (CARF). CARF is an international, 
independent, nonprofit accreditor of human 
service providers and certifies that providers 
meet the highest standards for quality. Our 
professionally trained staff of eight is skilled in 
epilepsy and mental health management and 
recognizes the unique needs of individuals 
living with epilepsy.

About the  
Epilepsy Association:

475  
individuals received case 
management and other 
adult social services

$439,745  
donated through private 
contributions, grants, and 
other special events

84 
parents and families served

219  
information and referral calls  

1,465  
children and families served 
(students served thru school-
based programming)

2,482  
social service treatment 
hours provided

20,055  
individuals reached through 
community programs



Our Mission

To serve children, adults, and families in 
Northeast Ohio impacted by epilepsy; 
to raise awareness in the community, 
provide education, advocacy, and 
direct services that lead to an increased 
understanding of the disorder and 
better management of the condition; for 
affected individuals to build resilience, 
personal fulfillment, independence, and 
the ability to contribute meaningfully to 
the community. 

Our Purpose

We believe education and awareness 
are imperative to treatment, acceptance, 
equitable division of resources and 
the inherent right of every individual 
impacted by epilepsy to lead a happy, 
healthy and productive life.
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The Epilepsy Association is not affiliated with any national organizations. The agency is a designated 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
corporation. As a cost savings measure, the Epilepsy Association shares its office space with the Kidney Foundation of Ohio. 
All funds raised by the Association stay here in Northeast Ohio providing service in 13 counties which include: Cuyahoga, 
Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Summit, Stark and parts of Ashland, Ashtabula, Erie, Huron, Medina, Richland, and Trumbull.

Service Area

Erie

Huron

Lorain

Cuyahoga
Geauga

Trumbull

AshtabulaLake

Medina

Richland

Ashland
Stark

Summit



(L to R) Marquettes Robinson, Board President, Kelley 
Needham, CEO and Jackie Spencer

Jackie first came to the Epilepsy Association in 
2017 after being referred by a social worker at 
his neurologist’s office, right before he was about 
to have another brain surgery. Jackie was feeling 
isolated, stuck in his current situation, and he was 
stressed about upcoming surgery. He became a 
client of the Epilepsy Association’s Adult Mental 
Health Case Management program and began 
working with a case manager who helped provide 
him some support. Jackie had a successful 
surgery and began working on some goals he had 
for himself, which included joining the work force, 
driving again, managing his depression, finding 
more appropriate housing, and becoming seizure-
free. Jackie has since been able to accomplish all 
of these goals and is also pursuing his passion for 
acting. He is working part-time and hopes to be 
able to someday have a full-time job and continue 
to be seizure-free.

2019 CLIENT OF THE YEAR AWARD
Jackie Spencer
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“Talking with people 
who understand exactly 
what I’m going through 

and supporting me every 
step of the way is such a 
great feeling. I no longer 
feel alone. The Epilepsy 

Association has given me 
confidence and support that 
I can achieve any goal that I 

set out for myself.” 
– Jackie Spencer



Kids and Family Services
One-on-one Resources—Available for families 
who have a child with epilepsy. Our case managers 
are available to meet in the community to assess 
the needs of each family member and connect 
them with supportive community resources. Our 
case managers provide general support, epilepsy 
education, and advocacy. 

Epilepsy Eduction—Our qualified staff and trained 
volunteers provide instructional presentations for 
students of all grade levels and school staff. 

	● Kids on the Block puppet shows: For children 
in preschool through 4th grade. The program 
features the puppet character, “Brian”, who 
has epilepsy. The goal of the program is to 
educate students in an age-appropriate way 
while focusing on dispelling myths surrounding 
epilepsy. Students have an opportunity to ask 
Brian questions about having epilepsy. The 
program also reviews head injury prevention.

	● Youth Education: For children in 5th through 
12th grade. Programming provides age 
appropriate epilepsy education, first aid for 
seizures, and a focus on understanding and 
acceptance of students with epilepsy.  

	● School Staff Education: Presentation on 
epilepsy education, first aid for seizures, 
recognizing seizures in students, and 
considerations for having a child with epilepsy  
in the classroom.

	● Be SMART Manual: An epilepsy education 
manual designed for school personnel.

Adult Social Services
Mental Health Case Management—A community-
based service available for adults with epilepsy 
and a mental health condition. Individuals work 
one-on-one with a case manager who assists with 
increased access to community care, advocacy, and 
skill building. This is an evidence-based practice 
intended to help clients increase overall quality of life 
and succeed in the community.   

Support Groups—The Epilepsy Association 
sponsors an adult group that provides support and 
education for those with epilepsy and their families 
and caregivers. The group meets the second 
Wednesday of every other month from 6-7:30 PM 
at the Parma Branch of the Cuyahoga County 
Public Library. The group is led by our professionally 
trained case managers. 

Self-Management—The Epilepsy Association now 
offers an online, 8-week self-management course 
for adults with epilepsy, designed to help individuals 
learn strategies about how to best take care of their 
physical and emotional health. This is an evidence-
based practice designed by Dr. Martha Sajatovic at 
Case Western Reserve University. 

AGENCY SERVICES INCLUDE:
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Community Services
Information and Referral—Information requests 
are answered by professionally trained staff who 
can provide additional information on epilepsy, 
advocacy, support, community resource 
referrals, and linkage to appropriate Epilepsy 
Association services.

Seminar Series—The Seminar Series is a series 
of four consumer-focused events that address 
issues and concerns voiced by the agency’s 
clients and other individuals affected by epilepsy 
and their families. These seminars feature 
presentations by epileptologists and other medical 
professionals on relevant epilepsy related topics.  

Public Awareness and Events—The agency 
hosts five special events each year to help raise 
community awareness and funds for the Epilepsy 
Association. These events include:

	● Winter Walk for Epilepsy: This community 
event is held annually at the SouthPark Mall in 
Strongsville and gathers over 500 community 
members, parents of children with epilepsy, 
and individuals affected by epilepsy. The Winter 
Walk is an indoor, 2-mile walk where participants 
form teams and collect pledges that support our 
programs and community services. Each year, 
the Winter Walk committee selects a featured 
family and highlights their story as a way to 
increase awareness about epilepsy throughout 
the community. The 2019 Feature Family award 
was presented to Chris Flannery. The 2019 
Winter Walk had 500 participants and raised 
over $52,000. 

	● Purple Day® March 26: Purple Day® is 
celebrated in 80 countries; the Global Epilepsy 
Awareness Day, or Purple Day®, focuses the 
world’s attention on epilepsy. Purple Day was 
conceived by a young girl named Cassidy 
Megan of Nova Scotia, Canada and her goal 
was for people with epilepsy everywhere to 
know they are not alone. We celebrate Purple 
Day on March 26 and raise awareness in 
Northeast Ohio by organizing a grass-roots 
campaign and supporters host mini-fundraisers 
throughout the city with a call to action being 
wear the color purple to show support and help 
raise epilepsy awareness.

	● Rockin’ the Keys for a Cause: This is a fun 
and casual, after-work music themed event that 
helps raise money to fund agency programs. 
The 2019 Rockin’ the Keys fundraiser had over 
100 participants and raised nearly $25,000. 



	● Race the River: The Race the River Run is 
a family-oriented 10K, 5K and 1-mile run/
walk to benefit the Epilepsy Association. In 
conjunction with the road race is our Family Fun 
Day. Families living with epilepsy are invited to 
attend the Epilepsy Association annual Family 
Fun Day that runs simultaneously with our race. 
The Family Fun Day is attended by parents of 
children with epilepsy and adults with epilepsy 
and consists of family-friendly activities allowing 
individuals and families to come together for 
support, networking, and fun! The 2019 Race 
the River event raised over $35,000 and had 
400 participants.

Community Services, continued

	● Annual Gala: Our annual event is held every 
year in November as part of National Epilepsy 
Awareness month. The formal evening has 
over 250 people in attendance and our Legacy 
Award is presented to recognize a person/
medical professional and corporation who has 
made outstanding contributions in the field of 
epilepsy. The 2019 Legacy Award Honoree was: 
Elia Pestana Knight, MD, Pediatric Epileptologist, 
Cleveland Clinic, and our Youth Humanitarian 
Award honoree was Justin Flamm of University 
Schools. The 2019 Gala raised over $163,000.

Community Education—The agency participates 
in several community health fairs throughout the 
year in an effort to increase community awareness 
of epilepsy and available agency services. The 
Epilepsy Association also provides educational  
in-services on epilepsy and seizure first aid in  
the community.
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Corporate Gifts

The Epilepsy Association wishes to 
thank our corporate sponsors for 
their gifts and event sponsorships.  

$10,000 and above
Greenwich Biosciences 
Sunovion Pharmaceuticals 
Supernus Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
University Hospitals  

$5,000 to $9,999
BakerHostetler 
Cleveland Clinic Epilepsy Center 
Covia 
Eisai Pharmaceuticals 
Rainbow Babies & Children’s 

Hospital 
U.S. Bank    

$1,000 to $4,999 
ADAMHS Board of Cuyahoga County 
Akron Children’s Hospital 
Aquestive 
Automated Packaging Systems, Inc. 
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan, & 

Aronoff LLP 
Boak & Sons, Inc Roofing & 

Insulation 
Champions for Charity 
Digitrace 
Dollar Bank 
Farmers National Bank 
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP 
Huntington Private Bank 
HW&Co. 
Legal News Publishing Co. 
LivaNova 
The Lubrizol Corporation 

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of our donor listings. If a mistake has been made, please call our Development office so we may correct our records. 

Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals 
Anonymous
MP Star Financial, Inc. 
NeuroPace, Inc. 
Novartis 
Schneider Saddlery 
Sherwin Williams 
Skoda Minotti 
Sup-R-Die LLC. 
Team Logic IT 
Trucast, Inc. 
Zinner & Co. LLP 

$100 to $999 
AbbVie 
Ancora 
ASHTA Chemicals Inc. 
Blackbird Fly Boutique 
Buzzard Heating 
Cavtich, Familo & Durkin Co. LPA 
Cohen & Company 
Davis Law Frim, Inc. 
Eich Bros. Financial Group LLC 
Elizabeth A. Bernard LLC 
F.M. Machine Co. 
Farmers Trust Company 
Frontstream 
GE Foundation 
Girls On the Run Avon Heritage 
InterDesign 
Johnson & Johnson 
JP Morgan 
Kidney Foundation of Ohio Real 

Estate Foundation 
Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & 

Dougherty CO. LPA 

Lake Catholic High School 
McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman 

Co., LLP
Michael`s Auto & Truck Repair 
Morrison Products, Inc. 
NADA Foundation 
Nationwide Foundation 
Neurotech 
New York Life
NNI Construction 
Nordson Corporation 
Pat O’Brien Chevrolet 
Platform Beer Co. 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
Progressive Casualty Insurance 

Company 
Progressive Chevrolet 
Progressive Chrysler Jeep Dodge 

Ram 
Rand Group 
RGBNB LLC 
Ronyak Paving 
RWB Partners LLC 
Scanlon Insurance Solutions LLC 
Seiberling Community Learning 

Center 
Solon City Schools 
The Berzin Family Partnership LTD 
U.S. Energy Development 

Corporation 
UBS 
Ulmer & Berne LLP 
Walter Haverfield LLP 
Alliance Data Systems 

DONATIONS
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The Edgar Allan Poe Society  
($5,000 to $9,999)
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bass 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris and  

Michelle Counahan
John and Jean Hlay
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey and 

Teresa Karlovec 
Ms. Amy Kellogg 
E. Sean and Rebecca Medina  
Mr. & Mrs. Larry and Teri Miller 
Dr. & Mrs. Pat and Diane Spirnak   

The Charles Dickens Society  
($1,000 to $4,999)
Mr. Michael Blake 
Mark and Jennifer Carlile 
Mr. Victor Cohn 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael and 

Jan Devereaux 
Anne Flamm 
Dr. Nancy Foldvary-Schaefer 
Dr. Mary Ann Fontanarosa 
Anonymous
Ben and Karen Johnson 
Bernadett Mamone 
Ms. Beatrice Moore 
Ms. Linda Moss 
Joseph and Deanna Murlin  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and 

Kelley S. Needham 
David and Noella Paull 
Dr. Elia Pestana Knight 
Mr. Philip Richter 
Ms. Marquettes D. Robinson 
Ms. Sarah M. Salisbury 
Chris Scanlon 

Donors

The Epilepsy Association wishes to thank all the 
individuals who supported the agency during 2019. 
The Epilepsy Association named the giving levels after 
writers, artists, and composers who had epilepsy. 

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of our donor listings. If a mistake has been made, please call our Development office so we may correct our records. 

DONATIONS

Mr. & Mrs. Michael and 
Connie Scanlon 

Daniel and Courtney Schmidt 
Dr. Asim Shahid
Mr. Shaylor Steele 
Ms. Kierston Vaughn 
Dr. Jennifer Waldron and  

Mr. Patrick Murphy   

The George Frederick  
Handel Society  
($500 to $999)
Dr. & Mrs. Edward and Whitney Beatty 
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Bej  
Anne Crawford 
Mr. Rocco DiPuccio 
Mr. Sheldon Edelman 
Mr. & Dr. Michael and Tatiana Falcone 
Mr. Irwin Frank 
Mr. & Mrs. Kirt Frye 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry and Laurie Gentz 
Carrie Giel 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Holcomb 
Ms. Elaine Hutchins 
Dr. Deepak Lachhwani 
Myaa Lightfoot 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Manthey 
Al Marshall 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed and Kim Moore 
Ms. Stephanie Moore 
Edward and Christine Muransky 
Mr.& Mrs. Peter Nelson 
Ms. Carolyn O’Donnell 
Mr. Bob Palame 
Dave Pycraft 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric and Kathleen Quinn 
Bob and Kathy Richards 

Mr. & Mrs. William Roddy 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig and Allegra Sanders 
Timothy Saurer 
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle and Lisa Scanlon 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald and 

Suzanne Schroer 
Jon and Susan Stamberger  
Ms. Marian Stewart 
Mr. & Mrs. Terry and 

April Kingsbury Walsh 
Rev. Ronald J. Wearsch 
Ben Young 
Dr. Lucyna Zawadzki     

The Lord Byron Society 
($250 to $499)
Darrell Allen 
Louise Allen 
Wesley Baynes 
Ms. Meredith Berthelot 
Mr. Leonie Braun 
Ms. Keionna Brown
Ms. Roberta E. Brown 
Mr. Patrick Campbell 
Sandy Chu 
Carol F. Crawford 
Mr. Scott Dorn 
Mr. Michael R. Figlioli 
William Flannery 
Kristine Frank 
Mr. & Mrs. Don and Amy Friedrich 
Heather George 
Hollie Geyer-Rasnick 
Mr. Greer Gibbons 
Mr. & Mrs. Linda Glasser 
Tim Hall 
Mike and Robin Kane



9

DONATIONS

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of our donor listings. If a mistake has been made, please call our Development office so we may correct our records. 

Ms. Stephanie Kapcio 
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Kingsbury 
Patricia Klaas 
Mr. Mark Knapp 
Ms. Susan Krantz 
Mr. Gerrit C. Kuechle 
Sarah Lansing 
Mr. & Mrs. William Leahy 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard J. Lederman 
Kim Liegl 
Ms. Molly McEwen 
Dr. Ahsan Moosa Naduvil
Dr. Chinasa  Nwankwo 
Diane Oberfield 
Mrs. Judy Pflaum 
Mary Lou Phillips 
Steven Roth 
Dennis Rourke 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry and Susan Rubin 
Mark Ryland 
Dr. Martha Sajatovic 
Julie Samsel 
Mrs. Monica L. Sansom 
Ms. Kristen Smith 
Ms. Joyce M. Soroka 
Dr. Tanvir Syed 
Adriana Tanner 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph H. Thomas 
Amanda Valcanoff 
Mr. Stephen Wellinghorst   

The Leo Tolstoy Society 
($100 to $249)
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Abbamonte 
Mr. Albert Adams 
Mr. Rabon Allen 

Donors

The Epilepsy Association wishes to thank all the 
individuals who supported the agency during 2019. 
The Epilepsy Association named the giving levels after 
writers, artists, and composers who had epilepsy. 

David Auclair 
Brent and June Baker 
Mr. Richard H. Bamberger 
John Barnes 
Brian Bash 
Jacob A Bauer 
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Bavis 
Lisa Beachler 
Michael and Colleen Beatty 
Micheal Berthelot 
Ms. Marlene Biggs 
Todd Blazetic 
Ms. Megan Bob 
Martin Booher 
Ronald Branch 
Mr. & Mrs. David and Meggan Brian 
Ed & Nicole Burk 
Michelle Bussard 
Mayra Camargo 
Ms. Sarah Camden 
Clayton Carr 
Shannon Casey 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Chalfin 
Dr. & Mrs. Krishan Chandar 
Terri Chase 
Mr. & Mrs. Homer and 

Gertrude Chisholm 
Ms. Renee Cipriani 
Ms. Katie Colacarro 
David Daniele 
Ms. Tess DeLord 
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Demsey 
Kara DeVries 
James Dietz 
Michael DiSano 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony and 

Cheri Donofrio 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Cheryl Drake 
Lee Driver 
Charles Dunlap 
Dr. Constantine G. Economus 
Ms. Linda English 
Dr. Guadalupe Fernandez Baca Vaca 
Ms. Annette Fetter 
Ms. Nicole Fill 
Chris and Amanda Flannery
Mallory & Joey Fleming 
Thersa & Daniel Fowler 
Dr. & Mrs. Irving and Arlene Franco 
Mr. Anthony Frank 
Hannah Gawlak 
John Gedeon 
Janet George 
Ms. Kelly Gerhart 
James Gesler 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Getch 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and 

Margaret Giammarco 
Patricia Godale 
Mr. David & Kim Goessler 
Ms. Lita Gonzalez 
Matthew Graban 
Ms. Susan Graf 
Jennifer Guadalupe 
Dr. Ajay Gupta 
Mr. Zachary Guzy 
Dr. Stephen Hantus 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Sarah Hardy 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery and 

Susan Hastings 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Carly Helmet 
Daniel Hewitt 
Tina Hobart 
Abigail E Hoovler 
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Ms. Debra Horn 
Kelly Hudson 
Mark Ingraham 
Brittany Jock 
Dexter Johnson 
Tyler Jones 
Ms. Denise Kaehler 
Mrs. Linda Kaehler 
Mr. Adam Kaufman 
Douglas Kaufman 
Mr. Eric Keith 
Mr. R. Steven Kestner 
Mr. Albert Klavora 
Ms. Danielle Koerbel 
Dr. & Mrs. Prakash Kotagal
Mr. & Mrs. Amy and Brian Koziara 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth and 

Kathleen Kreeger 
Tom and Susan Kyff 
Denis Lal 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Andrea Lane 
John Lanphier 
Brian Laraway 
Stella Latsko 
Jeff Laws 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Lorentz 
Mark S. Luke 
Jill Lukes 
Ms. Mary Macias 
Ms. Crystal Manus 
Tania Markarian 
Paul Marshall 
Mr. Greg Matheson 
Jeremy Mayer 
Jennifer McLoughlin 

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of our donor listings. If a mistake has been made, please call our Development office so we may correct our records. 

Donors

The Epilepsy Association wishes to thank all the 
individuals who supported the agency during 2018. 
The Epilepsy Association named the giving levels after 
writers, artists, and composers who had epilepsy. 

DONATIONS

Mr. & Mrs. Justin and 
Jennifer McLoughlin 

Colleen McNeill 
Ms. Mary McPolin 
Michele Merrill 
Darlene Michalski 
Stan Miller 
Ms. Kelly Monroe 
Linda Montgomery 
Robert Montgomery 
Terry and Gail Moore 
Ms. Sherry Nehamkin 
Laura Nelson 
Deborah Nemecek 
Mr. John Nolan 
Jean and Edward O’Brien 
Travis Okel 
Cynthia Owens 
John and Francine Pallante 
Dr. Jun Park 
Dhanu Perera 
Mr. Jeremy Peyton 
Francesca Piccirillo 
John and Sharon Pope 
Jeff and Carly Positano 
Vinet Punia 
Sandra and Robert Reid 
Audrey Ricciardi 
Bill and Nicole Richter 
Carol Riemenschneider 
Fran Riemer 
Brian Riggle 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff and Kathy Robinson 
Melissa Rocci
Ms. Lisa Rock 
Dr. & Mr. Dinnage and Edward Rowe 
Ms. Mikki Rozar 
Kathleen Ryan 

Mr. Dennis Saunier 
Marielle Scheiferstein 
Louis and Joan Schiavoni 
Shannon Schuetz 
Mr. Robert See 
Ms. Melissa Setar 
Mr. & Mrs. Hewitt B. Shaw, Jr. 
Ms. Barbara Shum 
Harry and Gina Slaven 
Mr. Robert Smallwood, Jr. 
Ms. Denise Smith 
Mr. Rick Sobotka 
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick and Erin Spirnak 
Alfred F. Stabilito 
Rob Stair 
Mr. & Mrs. David and 

Penny J. Strauss 
Mr. Alexander J. Szilvas 
Sarah Tabeling 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian and 

Shannon Tareshawty 
Julie Tollis 
Christina Townsend Hartz 
Cristina Victorio 
Trish Vince 
Ms. Sarah Wade 
Ms. Rebecca Warren 
Mr. & Mrs. Monica Watson 
Patricia Watson 
Watson Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Welter 
Justin and Sara Welter 
Mr. Michael Wesel 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Woytek 
Jamie Yesnowitz 
Jeffrey Zucker 

The Leo Tolstoy Society 
($100 to $249)
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Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of our donor listings. If a mistake has been made, please call our Development office so we may correct our records. 

Listing supplied from United Way of Greater Cleveland. If your name is not listed, please call our Development office.

The Epilepsy Association thanks all the generous contributors  
who designated their gift through the United Way Campaign.

Michael Dolsen
Carolyn	Fender
Joel Forquer
Michelle Frazier
Amy Kellogg 

Mark Knapp
Cyndi Lehman
Holly Lewis
Hans Luders, MD
James Lyle

Bryan Maikut
Michelle Mayes
Marquettes Robinson
Michael	 Slama
Tiana Ware

DONATIONS

Foundation Gifts
Dollar Bank Foundation

Eaton Foundation

Elisabeth Severance Prentiss Foundation

The Katherine and Lee Chilcote Foundation

Kohl’s National Giving Program

Lubrizol Foundation

The Murphy Family Foundation

Reminger Foundation

The Ridgecliff Foundation

Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation

The S.K. Wellman Foundation

Matching Gifts
Dollar Bank Foundation

GE Foundation

Johnson & Johnson

KeyBank Foundation

Lubrizol Foundation

Nordson  Corporation

Pella Rolscreen Foundation

Progressive Insurance Foundation
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Partners and Accreditations
ADAMHS Board of Cuyahoga County

Ohio Department of Mental Health  
and Addiction Services  

CARF

2019 Professional Advisory Board
Stephen Hantus, MD  

Co-Chair
Jun T. Park, MD  

Co-Chair

Mark Bej, MD
Keionna Brown, RN, CPNP
Michael Devereaux, MD
Tatiana Falcone, MD
Nancy Foldvary- 

Schaefer, DO

Ajay Gupta, MD
Prakash Kotagal, MD
Imad M. Najm, MD
Chinasa Nwankwo, MD
Elia Pestana Knight, MD
Martha Sajatovic, MD

Asim Shahid, MD
Tanvir U. Syed, MD
Jennifer Waldron, DO
Lucyna Z. Zawadzki, MD

2019 Staff Listing 
Kelley S. Needham—CEO
Colleen Saunier—Director of Development
Miranda Pflaum—Development Associate
Nicole Richter, MS—Director of Community Programming

Christine Spradling, LPCC—Contract Clinical Director
André Buffington—Case Manager
Carly Sekerak—Case Manager
Linda Ware—Case Manager

OUR SUPPORTERS

2019 Board of Directors
Officers
Marquettes D. Robinson, 

President
*Chad S. Davies,  

Vice President
**E. Sean Medina,  

Vice President
Peter Nelson,  

Treasurer
Karen P. Johnson, 

Secretary

Rabon Allen
Richard Bass
Michael Blake
Jennifer Carlile
Rocco DiPuccio
Guadalupe Fernandez-

Baca Vaca, MD
Stephen Hantus, MD

Robin J. Kane
Jeffrey B. Karlovec
Jon Koslo
Susan D. Krantz
Teri Miller
Deanna Murlin
Jun T. Park, MD
William P. Roddy

Lisa Scanlon
Courtney Schmidt
Diane M. Spirnak
Susan Stamberger
Shaylor Steele
Kierston Vaughn
April K. Walsh
Ben Young
 

*We would like to remember Chad S. Davies, our late Board Vice President, who passed away suddenly in January of 2019.  
He was a dedicated member of the Board and generous supporter of our agency. 
**E. Sean Medina took over as Vice President in January 2019.



Operating Support and Revenue:	 2019 Audited	 2018 Audited

	 Contributions and Grants  	  $142,613	 $170,301  
 	 Program Services Fees 	  $237,563	 $214,155
 	 Special Events 	  $307,162	 $303,817
  		  Less: Direct Benefit to Donor  	  $(66,881) 	 $(66,091) 
 	 Interest 	  $1,173	 $240
Total Operating Support and Revenue  	  $621,630	 $622,422

Operating Expenses: 

Program Services
	 Kids and Family 	 $103,414	 $101,845
 	 Patient Services  	 $335,462	 $316,567
 	 Public Health Education  	  $96,647	 $94,676
	 Total Program Services	 $535,523	 $513,088

Supporting Services 
 	 Management and General 	 $23,034	 $39,412
 	 Fundraising 	  $85,647  	 $60,563
 	 Total Support Services 	  $108,681	 $99,975
  
Total Operating Expenses	 $644,204	 $613,063	
  

Change in Net Assets from Operations 	 $(22,574)	 $9,359
Net Gains on Investments	 $127,884	 $(50,144)
Change in Net Assets	 $105,310	 $(40,785)
Net Assets—Beginning of Year 	  $904,497	 $945,282
Net Assets—End of Year 	 $1,009,807     	 $904,497

2019 independent audit performed by HW&Co.

Use of Funds: 

FINANCIALS

Revenue Sources:
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Patient Services

Kids and Family

Supporting Services

Education

Program  
Service Fees

Contributions

Special Events

52%

16%

17%
39%

15%

38%

23%



Epilepsy Association

2831 Prospect Ave. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115
(216) 579-1330   
www.epilepsyinfo.org 

  Follow us on social media

Search Facebook for Epilepsy Association

Twitter handle is @Epilepsy_Assn

Instagram name is epilepsy_association

Blog is at www.insightsintoepilepsy.org

Thanks to Jyll Presley for the layout and design of the  
annual report and to Daily Legal News for its printing.


